#3  The Bouncing Tire 
Some years ago I owned and drove a German car whose name started with a "P".  It was not only my daily driver, I also drove it in time trails at such places as Riverside Raceway, Willow Springs and even the old Ontario Motor Speedway. The track tires in those days were Goodyear Gumball 1045's.  My daily tires were Semperets. On a typical weekend, I'd go through a set of the Gumballs.  Those dudes would wear fast.  The straight-away speeds would be in the area of 130-145 MPH.  When I first started in time trials, I'd go to my local rubber man (tire shop) and make my purchase, have them mounted and balanced.  I go to the track only to find that I had a slight to moderate vibration at different speeds.  After each event, I'd report this to the rubber man and after a few shrugs of his shoulder the subject would then be changed to such things as what i had for dinner.  Frustration set in after about 3 months of getting my brain vibrated like a milk shake.  No tire shop seemed to be able to balance my tires.  I began to ask around only to find that my problem was my "out of round" tires.  From there it was as easy as finding out what the trick is to getting the tire round.  What I wound up doing is buying the tires, getting them mounted and then taking them directly to a tire shop that had a "truing" machine.  In those days it was Caldwell Tires in Pasadena. Caldwell was just about the only tire shop that had a truing machine. On a typical Wednesday morning, I'd find a bunch of car enthusiasts getting ready for their racing  weekend.  The truing machine looked somewhat like a tire balancing machine only where the tire layed horizontal rather than vertical.  After the tire was mounted in the machine, an "arm" would swing into place.  On this arm was a razor sharp wheel, about 2 inches in diameter.  This razor wheel was electrically (or belt) driven and was on a spiral shaft so that it would travel up and down the face (tread area) as the tire was spinning.  The razor wheel would be placed up against the tire and as the tire spun around, the razor wheel would trim off all the high spots.  This procedure would be repeated until the tire was trimmed into "round". All 4 tires were trued.  At that point the "round" tires would be balanced. It didn't take me long to follow the flock.  What a difference.  The vibration was totally eliminated and I felt I was driving a different car.  Why the story?  Well, I received a call from a fellow Rodfather last week, Gil Clayton.  Gil was interested in getting a set of "racing" tires recapped and remembered that he and I had a conversation some time ago about the good old days and about truing tires.  He had forgotten the name of the company that was well known for recapping race tires.  After reminding Gil of the name Caldwell, Gil called them and was pleased to find that they were still located in Pasadena, still recapped race tires and still had the truing machines.  The next time you buy a set of new tires, treat yourself and get them trued before you have them balanced.  You'll really notice the difference not to mention a much longer lasting tire.  This is not  an advertisement for Caldwell Tire Shop but I think you'll find that they are the only ones that still cap race tires and still "true" tires.  Smooth ride dudes.
