#5    Purchasing a used car ?  This can save you big troubles. How sure are you of how many miles are on that car you want to buy.  How can you find out the "real" mileage ?  Sure, go ahead and ask the seller, he wouldn't lie about a thing like that now would he.  Perhaps he doesn't even really know.  I was in negotiations in purchasing a car that was in the state of Florida.  It was a 1993 Cadillac Allante and it was advertised as having 14,712 original miles on it.  After 2 weeks of price negotiations, we came to an agreement.  I'd even hired an appraiser in Florida to take a look at the car for me and then if it all was as presented, I was going to fly to Florida to see the car.  A few months previous to this ,a friend of mine had told me about a web site that could be helpful when purchasing a used car.  He told me all I needed was the VIN (Vehicle Identification Number).  It was about one o'clock in the morning when the seller and I reached our agreement when I thought of this web site my friend had told me about.  I then asked the owner of the car for the VIN number.  I then went onto this web site, entered the VIN number and in ten minutes, I had the surprise of a lifetime.  The odometer on this "14,712 original mile car" had been rolled back not less than twice and perhaps three times.  This report provides information on if there was any flood damage to the car, any salvage titles, damage disclosure title, Manufacturers Buyback (LEMON) title, rebuilt/reconstructed title and just as important, odometer rollback and vehicle history details.  The odometer rollback information is provided by the emissions tests and the title registrations where the mileage has to be reported to the governing state.  In my case, the car passed an emissions inspection on 2/17/94 when the mileage was reported to be 5,658.  The car then passed another emissions inspection on 4/5/96 when the mileage was reported as 1,067.  Hmmmm.  Then in 2/97 the mileage was reported to be 7,557.  The car then passed another emissions inspection on 3/10/97 and low and behold the mileage was 1,635.  When the car was sold to it's present owner on 4/9/99, the mileage was only 8,022.  I guess they must have driven it in reverse all that time.  Did the current owner know anything about it?  That's not for me to guess.  Now, here's another little trick you can take advantage of. I also called my local Cadillac dealership and asked them it they had access to the repair records for any given car as long as I knew the VIN number.  You betcha they did and they were able to tell me the repair work that was done at any dealership in the country.  In my case, the car had only been to a dealership twice since it was new.  Sure, I believe that one to.  It was my guess that the previous owners in Georgia knew exactly how to get around having service work done at a dealership and entering either the wrong VIN number or knew how to fool the computer by having the service information omitted from the GM computer program.  Well, I called the owner and advised him of what I had found out about his car.  He was astonished.  After his astonishment wore off a bit, he asked me for the name of the web site I had used to get the information.  I gave it to him and he said, in paraphrase, I'd never heard of that.  Two days later, I receive an e-mail from the seller and he tells me he also has a report from that same company dated back when he bought the car and his report does not reflect any apparent mileage rollbacks.  he then faxes me his report and sure enough, no rollback information was noted.  Why?  Simple, his report did not have any mileage information on it at all.  Now that makes sense that there would be no rollback information if there were no mileage's reported.  Duh!  I of course asked him why he hadn't told me about his report and why he didn't remember the web site name.  He offered the excuse that it was so long ago he didn't remember it.  DUH!  Well folks, needless to say I removed my offer to buy the car.  Think there is no way to roll back an odometer on a digital dash car.  Wrong.  You betcha there is.  Anyone with a little knowledge about the GM digital dash and a computer input unit can change that little guy all day long.  you can even order a new odometer unit directly from GM and they'll even put the mileage you request on it for ya.  You can also find odometer units in wrecking yards and change it out  and put as many miles on the wrecking yard unit and then change it out again when you're ready to sell the car.  If all that fails, just unplug the little dude and you're cruising with no mileage add-ons.  The list goes on and on.   The seller still, to this day, doesn't believe his odometer was rolled back.  Gee, I wonder why.  Did or didn't the owner know about the odometer rollback?  Who cares, I won't be the next owner of that little southern beauty.  You'd hope to think that he would tell any prospective purchaser about a possible odometer rollback now wouldn't you? RIGHT !   Here's the info on that web site.  It's "CARFAX.COM".  As of this date, one report will cost you $14.95 and you just put it on your credit card.  For multiple reports, you pay $19.95.  Now that's money well spent. 
Respectfully Reported by Marty Schulman On August 29, 2000
